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POLICY: 
Universal precautions are an approach to infection control.  According to the concept of Universal Precautions, all human blood and certain human body fluids are treated as if known to be infectious for HIV or Hepatitis B.  Universal Precautions will be observed by employees of USD 418 to prevent contact with blood and other potentially infectious materials.
In response to the increase in Hepatitis B and HIV infections, the Centers for Disease Control have recommended “universal blood and body-fluid precautions.”  These measures are intended to prevent transmission of these and other infections, as well as to decrease the risk of exposure for care-providers and children.  Since it is currently not possible to identify all infected individuals, these precautions must be used with every child, regardless of their medical diagnosis.

The single most important step in preventing exposure to and transmission of any infection is anticipating potential contact with infectious materials in routine as well as emergency situations.  Based on the type of possible contact, the staff should be prepared to use the appropriate precautions and techniques prior to providing care.  Diligent and proper hand washing, the use of barriers, appropriate disposal of waste products, and proper decontamination of spills are essential techniques of infection control.  Toys are sanitized weekly with an approved sanitizer, or as needed with outbreaks of illness in the classroom.
To further promote a healthy environment, staff will follow the same guidelines that are followed for the children at the centers when illness occurs.  (See “Exclusion Guidelines for Sick Children”)
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