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POLICY:

Anecdotal observations will be taken on all children throughout the school year in order to record changes in development and progress toward Head Start outcomes and Creative Curriculum objectives.

PROCEDURE: 

1. At the initial home visit, teachers and parents talk about the child’s preferences, interests, and development, which are recorded, on the parent observation form. Teachers will talk with parents about how staff observes children and what to look for as they observe their own children. 

2. Classroom staff will observe children in a variety of settings such as meals, outside time, small group and large group. Anecdotal notes will be written in each of the developmental domains which include social emotional, physical, cognitive, and language.

3. Each child must have at least one observation in each of the areas on the Developmental Continuum (Sense of Self, Responsibility for Self & Others, Gross Motor, Fine Motor, Learning & Problem Solving, Logical Thinking, Representation & Symbolic Thinking, Listening & Speaking, and Reading & Writing) for each of the three grading periods (Nov./Feb./May). 

4. A total of 10 anecdotes will be recorded each period.

5. Observations can be hand written & entered into Creative Curriculum.net. 

6. The following items must be included: date, time, where observation occurred, and an objective account of exactly what was observed, followed by the goal.

7. Parent observations should be considered and added to the anecdotal collection.

8. Samples of children’s work will be included in the child’s portfolio. Portfolio items may include one from each of the four developmental domains including Social Emotional, Physical, Cognitive, and Language for each of the three grading periods (Nov./Feb./May)

9. Observations can be taken from the DIAL screenings that are given in the first 45 days of attendance.

10. All observations are kept and either entered into Creative Curriculum.net or put in the child’s educational portfolio in the classroom. 

11. Creative Curriculum reports with anecdotes should be printed by each teacher for each grading period and put in the educational portfolio in the classroom as well as in the education section of the child’s file.
